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A Local Geodiversity Action Plan for Lancashire

Introduction

Geoconservation in Lancashire

The present County of Lancashire is the result of local boundary changes which took place
in 1974 and 1998. It represents the area adopted by Lancashire RIGS Group which
includes the two inset unitary authorities of Blackpool and Blackburn with Darwen together
with thirteen other local authorities. It is the core area adopted for this Plan though since
geology and landscape are no respecters of political expediency, the Plan necessarily has
been written with an eye to neighbouring areas as well.

Lancashire RIGS Group was set up in 1991as part of a national initiative to identify
geological sites and landforms of regional importance. Working closely with English
Nature, the County Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and The Environment Agency, its
activities are co-ordinated with those of other RIGS groups through a national steering
body, the Association of UK RIGS Groups. Over 700 sites have been investigated in the
county and recorded. Of these, approximately 100 have been designated as RIGS and
recognised by the County Council as Geological Heritage Sites. These are indicated on
the map (Fig. 1), which is available with details of each site to the four main partners
above. The Group has also recently concluded a pilot scheme of interpretation including
two field guides plus four interpretation boards, and has just completed its website at
www.lancashirerigs.org.uk.

It was following a review of the first ten years work by the Group that it was realised that a
strategic plan is needed both to structure the work of the Group over the next 3 to 5 years
and to ensure that geoconservation is given at least the same prominence in the County
as all other forms of conservation into the foreseeable future. Hence this Local
Geodiversity Action Plan.

Rotational slip on Skirden
Beck RIGS, Bolton by
Bowland.
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